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Introduction
5-Year Recreation Plan1

Communities throughout Michigan develop and 
update recreation plans to ensure qualification for 
annual Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) funding opportunities. 

The 5-year recreation plan must adhere to a format 
defined by the MDNR and outline priority goals, 
objectives, and projects with the potential to be 
completed within the 5-year window and beyond. 

This document synthesizes data on community 
demographics, natural resources, existing recreational 
assets, operational management, citizen input, and 
community partnerships to generate an all-inclusive 
map for recreation in the community. It describes 
community values, highlights common goals and 
objectives, and outlines strategies to achieve these 
goals. 

Looking beyond the 5-year window, this document will 
serve as a road map for future endeavors improving 
parks for decades to come. The 2026-2031 Recreation 
Plan will assist township officials in determining priority 
projects to nurture an already expansive parks system. 
It will outline strategies for making parks accessible 
to all and provide park designs that allow future 
generations to grow and prosper within. 

	 “I have so much appreciation for 
the parks and recreation spaces in Burt 
Township and believe in a strong Parks 
and Recreation plan to set out a vision 
for the community. With increasing 
recreational pressure (and development 
pressure) and growing seasonal/
visitor population, including emphasis 
on conservation and stewardship, 
incorporating green design elements and 
public education on how to recreate with 
the least impact should be prioritized in 
the plan.”
				    -local resident
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Planning Process
RECREATION PLAN

DATA GATHERING
Natural resource + ADA 
assessments, recreation 
inventory + community 

demographics

ESTABLISH A TEAM 
Identify Community 
Based Recreation 

Stakeholders

SYNTHESIZE
Generate a series of Goals 
+ Objectives reflecting on 

information gathered in the 
first phase of the planning 

process

DRAFT PLAN
Write the draft plan 
Complete a thorough 

review with the Recreation 
Committee 

PUBLIC COMMENT
Make the Draft Plan 

readily available to the 
public for a 30 day review 

period

FINAL DRAFT PLAN
Make any noted changes 

and complete a final 
committee review

PUBLIC HEARING AND 
ADOPTION

Advertise public hearing 
prior to hosting; provide 
opportunity for public to 

comment then close hearing 
before making a motion to 

approve for adoption by the 
Township Board

CITIZEN SURVEYS 
Provide web and 

paper based options 
to complete surveys 

PRIORITIZE
Create an Action plan 

featuring priority projects 
that will achieve the goals 

+ objectives

6-8 
Weeks

4-6 
Weeks

12 Weeks
6-16 

Weeks

APPENDICES
Gather public engagement 

documentation and 
comments

Community to complete 
previous grant project post 

completion forms

Detailed ADA appendix 
drafted 

SUBMITTAL
Send Transmittal letters

Gain MiGrants Access 
and Upload all required 

materials



“
”

I love that the parks are clean 
and simple. I like that they have 
just enough picnic tables and 
amenities without being overly 
built up or detracting from the 
natural beauty.	 	 		       	
                     -township resident
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Community Description
history + demographics2
Burt Township is a civil township located in Alger 
County in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Nestled along 
the southern shores of Lake Superior, the township 
is best known for being home to the village of 
Grand Marais, a gateway to the eastern entrance 
of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore—one of 
Michigan’s most iconic natural landmarks.

With its dramatic lakefront views, towering cliffs, 
waterfalls, and pristine forests, Burt Township draws 
nature lovers, hikers, and photographers year-round. 
Tourism is the backbone of the local economy, 
offering a plethora of activities, unforgettable 
views, and areas of interest no matter the season. 
Despite its remote and rural setting, the township 
maintains a strong sense of community. It also plays 
an important role in preserving Michigan’s natural 
heritage through its proximity to protected lands 
and environmentally significant habitats.

Burt Township was officially organized in 1880, 
during a time of rapid development in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula. Like many communities in the 
U.P., its early history is deeply tied to the logging 
industry. The dense forests surrounding Lake 
Superior were rich in white pine and hardwoods, 
which were in high demand during the late 19th 
century.

The community of Grand Marais, located within 
the township, quickly became a key port on 
Lake Superior for transporting timber. Logs were 
floated down local rivers or transported by rail 
and then loaded onto ships in Grand Marais 
Harbor. The town’s harbor, naturally protected 
and deep, was vital to the area’s economic 
development and led to the growth of supporting 
infrastructure, such as sawmills, general stores, 
and housing for workers. Historically, Grand Marais 
was build upon the fishing and logging industries. 
The decline of the logging industry in the early 
20th century led to a significant population drop 
and economic slowdown, a pattern common 
across many U.P. towns. However, the region’s 
stunning natural beauty began to attract a 
different kind of visitor—tourists, hikers, and 
outdoors enthusiasts.In 1966, a major turning 
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AGE DISTRIBUTION

point came when Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore was established. 
It was the first National Lakeshore in the United States, protecting 
the dramatic sandstone cliffs, waterfalls, and forested shoreline along 
Lake Superior. The eastern gateway to Pictured Rocks is located in 
Grand Marais, making Burt Township a vital entry point and hub for 
park visitors.  Today, Burt Township’s identity is shaped by this legacy: 
a former logging center that transformed into a quiet, tourism-based 
community centered around natural conservation and recreation.

Assessing the number of people in the community and their 
demographic characteristics helps planners and policy makers 
determine the needs of the community. For recreation planning, 
demographic data is useful when defining recreation goals and 
guidelines for a community. The figures in this section have been 
sourced from the most current US Census database.

The 2023 population of Burt Township was 
366 a slight decrease from the 2000 figure 
of 443 (see chart above). The median age 
was 67, much older than the median age in 
2000 of 55. These figures, paired with the 
Age Distribution pie charts below indicates an 
aging demographic within the township. The 
age cohorts show how age is distributed over 
time in the township. Every cohort except 



The National Recreation and Park Association 
[NRPA] assembles annual reports featuring 
park metrics throughout the nation. The goal 
of this document is to help local park systems 
identify the optimal mix of facilities and 
programming for their community. Key 2023 
findings are listed below:

2021 NRPA Agency Performance Review Key Findings

Residents per 
Playground: 

3,607
Full-Time Equivalent Employees 
(FTEs) per 10,000 Residents:

8.2
Operating Expenditures 

per Capita:

$88.30/year

Acres of Parkland 
per 1,000 Residents:

Revenue to Operating
Expenditures:

22.9%

Residents per Park:

2,277

of park and recreation agencies 
deliver STEM programming to 
youth and young adults

58%
9.9

3,759 Residents 
per playground

10.8 acres 
of parkland for 

every 1,000 
residents

Residents per Park:

2,287 

Full-Time Equivalent 
Employees (FTEs) per 

10,000 Residents:

8.9
Economic Activity 
related to parks:

$218B
14  miles of 

silent sport trails

Key programming activities include 
themed special events, social 
recreation events, team sports, 
fitness enhancements classes, and 
health + wellness education.

To advance parks, recreation, and 
environmental conservation efforts 
that enhance the quality of life for 
all people.

Mission: Pillars: 
Health & Wellness 
Social Equity
Conservation

2023 KEY FINDINGS

those over 60 has shrunk over the past 20 years. Most notably, 
those aged 45-59 went from 28% to 14% in 2023. Those aged 
over 60 grew from 40% in 2000 to 59% in 2023. Not only is the 
population of Burt Township aging, but other age categories are 
shrinking as well. This presents challenges when planning for 
recreation. It is also important to note that an estimated 18% 
of the township’s population has a disability. This means it is 
increasingly important to incorporate accessibility upgrades into 
community spaces and projects, meeting universal accessibility 
standards when possible. 

In 2023 the median household income in the township was 
$46,250, an increase of about 44.5% from $30,278 in 2000. Burt 
Township’s median household income is considerably less than 
the state’s, at $66,986, but is typical of a rural community.  The 
poverty rate for the township is 15.7%, a couple of percentage 
points higher than the state’s average. 

With its growing elderly population and shrinking juvenile 
population, its important to plan parks and recreational spaces 
for the people most likely to use them: year round residents. 
However, making sure there are age appropriate amenities for 
both young and old will help young families in the area and 
visitors.

It can be helpful to view national trends, as well. While Burt 
Township is rural and small, by looking at the National Recreation 
and Park Association’s statistics, we can see that Burt Township 
has many more parks per resident, less employees related to 
recreation, and while the economic impact is not quite the 
national average, it is still significant for the area and the entire 
Upper Peninsula.10



Administrative Structure3 Burt Township is governed by a 5 member Township Board and a 7 member Planning 
Commission. Each meet on a monthly basis. The Township Board oversees the 
operation, programming, and maintance of the parks and recreation facilities along with 
the Planning Commission. 

The Board maintains financial authority over the parks and recreation budget through 
recommendations from the Planning Commission and other township departments. 
Citizens can make their views and preferences known during the public comment 
section at Planning Commission meetings which take place at the Community Center 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 6pm ET.

11

Township 
Board

Planning 
Commission

Full and 
part-time 

staff

The median level of operating 
expenditures is $7,823 per acre of 
park and non-park sites managed by 
the agency.

The typical park and recreation 
agency spends $102,530 in annual 
operating expenditures for each 
employee.

At the typical park and recreation 
agency, staffing costs account for 
54% of the operating budget.

Operating 
Expenditures 

per Acre

Operating 
Expenditures 

per FTE

Distribution 
of Operating 
Expenditures

Township 
Supervisor

Citizens
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Burt Township maintains a dedicated Park Fund 
(Fund 508) for the operation, maintenance, and 
improvement of local recreational facilities, 
including Woodland Park Campground, 
the Community Center, Library, and other 
park areas. The fund is supported primarily 
through user fees, camping reservations, 
community center rentals, and donations. 
Revenues fluctuate with seasonal demand 
but consistently cover a substantial portion of 
operational expenses. The Township’s strong 
fund balance allows for continued reinvestment 
in facilities and future improvements.

Burt Township Park Fund Over Time

Budget + Funding

FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025

$462,801 $792,673 $673,720 $773,651 $887,667

Neighboring Organizations, Schools, and Volunteers
Burt Township has a strong history of collaboration with the Burt 
Township School District. The school is a source of pride in the 
community and together they seek opportunities to create or improve 
recreational facilities that will have a direct positive impact on 
students’ access to recreation. 

In addition to the local government bodies, Burt Township has a strong 
and passionate volunteer base, made up of both residents and non-
residents who care about the future of the area. These organizations, 
schools, and community groups often fill in the gaps in recreational 
programming, trail maintenance, and events, focusing on community 
engagement and real community change.   
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Expenditures FY 2024 FY 2025 (Projected) Notes

Personnel (Wages, 
Taxes, Benefits)

$196,000 $179,000 Includes campground, library, 
and community center staff

Operating Expenses 
(Supplies, Utilities, 
Insurance)

$132,000 $123,000 Supplies, utilities, and general 
insurance

Repairs & 
Maintenance

$90,000 $36,700 Facility and equipment upkeep

Capital 
Improvements & 
Equipment

$484,900 $60,600 Community center and park 
facility upgrades

Debt Service $62,000 $13,500 Loan and lease payments

Contractual & 
Administrative

$19,000 $13,500 Audit and administration costs

Total Expenditures $984,000 $426,000

Burt Township Recreation Expenses

Source: Burt Township Budget Reports, 
2025

Annual campground revenue provides the majority of income, 
offsetting operational and maintenance costs. Planned capital 
improvements focus on enhancing public amenities, accessibility, 
and sustainability. Burt Township will continue to pursue state and 
federal grant opportunities to leverage local funds for future park 
and recreation enhancements.



Burt Township  is home to a diverse array of natural areas. Here, landscape typologies are utilized to 
showcase the various landforms influenced by terrain, soils, exposure and vegetation. By developing 
a clear understanding of what landscapes the county has and where they are located a more holistic 
understanding of the region is generated. Recreation opportunities, preferred connections between 
typologies, and preservation priorities begin to emerge allowing communities to formulate a vision 
for the ideal future landscape. Striking the right balance of development and preservation of natural 
resources within a community is key to maintaining a long lasting beautiful place for generations to 
explore and appreciate.

Inland Lakes + 
River Corridors Wetlands

Inland lakes dot 
the landscape 
providing a haven 
for many different 
plant and animal 
species as well as 
spaces for fishing, 
birding, hiking, 
paddling, camping  
and sightseeing. 

These areas contain 
a variety of plants 
including wood sorrel, 
sedges, dogwood and 
various wildflower 
species.

Conifer Forest Hardscape + Gravel
Deciduous/Mixed 
Forests

Pine forests are 
found throughout 
the township, 
providing a habitat 
for a unique array 
of plant and 
animal species.

Upland areas 
contain beautiful 
deciduous/
mixed forests. 
The original tree 
stands are what 
drew settlers to 
the land initially. 
Now the forests 
provide a jaw-
dropping fall color 
display.

Beyond the main 
highways, county 
thoroughfares, and 
pockets of urban 
and residential 
development, the 
roads are often 
gravel. These provide 
a network of gravel 
bike routes and ORV 
routes as well.14

Natural Environment
landscape typologies4

1 United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, and United States Department of the Interior, National Park 
Service. 2014. Soil survey of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Michigan. 
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Wildlife
Deer, bear, moose, and other smaller mammals, 
birds and amphibians call Burt Township home. An 
abundance of vegetation provides food and shelter 
for these residents. The Information for Planning 
and Consultation site hosted by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service notes the potential existence of 
several threatened and endangered species within 
the Upper Peninsula.  Measures taken to preserve 
habitat and accommodate these species are critical 
to maintaining their existence. Water levels along the 
coastline can impact nesting sites for Piping Plover 
and Red Knot.  Lynx live in boreal forests that often 
receive heavy snowfall and are home to snowshoe 

Threatened Endangered

Threatened

Endangered

Threatened

Endangered

Candidate

Northern long-eared bat

Canada Lynx Piping Plover Gray Wolf

Red Knot Monarch Butterfly Pitcher’s Thistle

Tricolored bat

Proposed 
Endangered

Endangered

Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly

Geology
Geology and soils provide the foundation for all forms of 
life and its related activities. Burt Township lies within the 
northern portion of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula along the 
southern shore of Lake Superior. The township’s geologic 
character is defined by ancient sandstone bedrock and 
glacial landforms. The exposed Munising Sandstone, part 
of the Precambrian and Cambrian bedrock sequence, 
forms the dramatic cliffs and shoreline features seen near 
Grand Marais and the eastern edge of Pictured Rocks 
National Lakeshore. Inland, this bedrock is covered by thick 
layers of glacial till, outwash sands, and gravels deposited 
when glaciers retreated approximately 10,000 years ago. 
 
Wind and wave action along Lake Superior have shaped 
extensive coastal dunes and beach ridges, including the 
well-known Grand Sable Dunes. These dynamic features 
continue to shift and evolve under the influence of 
wind, waves, and lake-level changes. The combination of 
sandstone cliffs, dune formations, and glacial deposits 
gives Burt Township its scenic landforms and distinctive 
natural beauty.

16
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/

hare. White nose syndrome threatens the Northern Long-
eared Bat. The biggest culprit threatening the Monarchs 
seems to be the disappearance of milkweed. It is critical 
communities consider these threatened and endangered 
species when planning for development. 				 
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Topography
The township’s topography is diverse and visually 
striking. Elevations range from approximately 600 
feet above sea level along the Lake Superior shoreline 
to more than 1,100 feet in the interior uplands. The 
landscape includes rolling hills, ridges, and broad 
outwash plains interspersed with lakes, wetlands, and 
forested valleys. 
 
Along the coast, steep bluffs and dune formations 
provide panoramic views of Lake Superior, while inland 
areas offer gently undulating terrain ideal for multi-
use trails and natural resource recreation. The variety 
in elevation and landform contributes to the scenic 
quality that attracts visitors and supports a wide range 
of recreational experiences year-round.

Most soils in Burt Township developed from glacial 
sands and gravels, resulting in well-drained, moderately 
to excessively drained profiles. These soils generally 
support mixed northern hardwood and conifer forests 
and are well-suited to recreation development such as 
trails, campsites, and picnic areas when managed to 
prevent erosion. 
 
Areas near the Lake Superior shoreline and low-lying 
wetlands often contain poorly drained organic or 
mucky soils, which are important for wildlife habitat 
but less suitable for development. Inland depressions 
and old glacial meltwater channels can also contain 
peat and muck soils (Histosols) that require protection 
from disturbance. Because of the township’s sandy 
character, erosion control and vegetation maintenance 
are important considerations for all outdoor recreation 
projects.

Soils
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Natural Features and Landscape Character
Burt Township’s natural character is defined by its 
dramatic relationship with Lake Superior, extensive 
forests, and glacially sculpted landforms. Together, these 
features create a landscape that is both visually striking 
and ecologically rich—providing the foundation for the 
township’s recreation opportunities and sense of place. 

The township contains a diverse mix of coastal, forest, 
and inland ecosystems. Along the Lake Superior 
shoreline, visitors encounter sweeping sand beaches, 
towering bluffs, and the shifting Grand Sable Dunes. 
Inland, rolling glacial hills transition to wetlands, small 
lakes, and forested uplands dominated by northern 
hardwoods, pine, and hemlock. The combination of 
open coastal views and wooded interior terrain creates 
a distinct visual identity that appeals to residents and 
visitors alike. 
 
This varied landscape supports a wide range of 
outdoor activities, beach recreation, biking, kayaking, 
hiking, snowmobiling, cross country skiing, and nature 
observation. Seasonal changes—such as fall colors, 
winter snow cover, and spring meltwater—enhance both 
the beauty and recreational value of the area.

The township lies within the Northern Great Lakes 
ecoregion, characterized by cool temperatures, 
abundant precipitation, and mixed conifer–hardwood 
forests. The area’s soils and landforms support high 
biodiversity, including wetlands that provide critical 

habitat for birds, amphibians, and aquatic species. 
Portions of the township lie adjacent to Pictured Rocks 
National Lakeshore and Hiawatha National Forest, 
connecting local lands to larger conservation corridors 
and recreation networks. 
 
Maintaining healthy natural systems is essential for 
recreation planning. Protecting wetlands, dunes, and 
native vegetation helps sustain the township’s scenic 
quality, water quality, and trail infrastructure. As climate 
conditions change and visitor use grows, careful 
management of natural features will help ensure that 
recreation remains sustainable and compatible with the 
environment.

 
Burt Township’s natural features directly shape its 
recreation system. The sandy soils and rolling topography 
provide ideal conditions for trail development, while 
coastal bluffs and dunes create opportunities for scenic 
overlooks and interpretive sites. Wetlands and forested 
areas enhance wildlife viewing, canoeing, and educational 
programs. 
 
Future recreation improvements should continue 
to balance access with conservation—enhancing 
opportunities for residents and visitors while protecting 
the unique geological and ecological assets that define 
the township’s character.

Relationship to Recreation
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Relationship to Recreation

Opportunities and Constraints

Opportunities 
Scenic Landscape and Vistas: The township’s varied 
elevation, forested uplands, and Lake Superior shoreline 
offer numerous opportunities for scenic overlooks, 
photography, and nature appreciation. Sites with views 
of Grand Sable Dunes, Lake Superior, and inland lakes are 
valuable for passive recreation. 
 
Extensive Public Lands: The presence of Pictured Rocks 
National Lakeshore and Hiawatha National Forest provides 
connections to regional trail systems, campgrounds, and 
recreation destinations. Local partnerships can expand trail 
links and access points. 
 
Variety of Natural Settings: From coastal dunes and 
beaches to inland forests and wetlands, the township offers 
a diverse mix of recreation environments suitable for hiking, 
biking, paddling, snowmobiling, and wildlife observation. 
 
Sandy, Well-Drained Soils: Much of the township’s glacially 
derived sandy soils are well suited for trail construction, 
dispersed camping, and other low-impact recreation uses 
when erosion control practices are implemented. 
 
Community Character and Tourism Appeal: The area’s 
natural beauty supports eco-tourism and nature-based 
recreation, which align with local goals for sustainable 
economic development. 

Constraints 
Erosion and Slope Instability: Steep dunes, bluffs, and 
shorelines are subject to erosion and mass movement. 
Development in these areas should be limited and 
designed to minimize disturbance. 
 
Sensitive Ecosystems: Wetlands, coastal dunes, and 
shoreline habitats are ecologically sensitive and 
protected by state and federal regulations. Recreation 
access in these areas should emphasize boardwalks, 
observation platforms, and interpretive trails. 
 
Drainage and Soil Limitations: Poorly drained or organic 
soils  are common in low-lying areas and are unsuitable 
for structures, parking areas, or heavily used trails. 
 
Maintenance and Access Challenges: The township’s 
large land area, rural road network, and seasonal weather 
patterns can make facility maintenance and year-round 
access difficult. 
 
Balancing Use and Conservation: As outdoor recreation 
and tourism continue to grow, careful planning will be 
needed to prevent resource degradation, maintain trail 
quality, and protect the township’s scenic and ecological 
assets.

Burt Township’s distinctive geology, topography, and natural features present both opportunities and limitations for 
recreation planning and development. Understanding these factors helps ensure that new facilities and programs are 
designed to enhance public access while preserving the township’s natural character. 
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Trails
Burt Township has a variety of multi-use trails and pathways summarized below. The township could benefit from 
more wayfinding signage to designate the trailheads, maps of the trails, and promoting connector trail segments for a 
cohesive trail network through the township and beyond. Upgrading trail accessibility and amenities were frequently 
mentioned throughout the recreation survey such as, upgrading trail surfaces, parking lots, restrooms, trail signage, 
safe crosswalks, and safety when heading down to the beach areas.

Key Trailhead / Access Point Location / Description

Donahey Woods Nature Trail At the western end of the Woodland Park Campground 
in Grand Marais; access to forest trail + Lake Superior 
shoreline.

Town Bicycle/Walkway Pathway (Coast Guard Point Agate 
Beach)

Trailhead near Coast Guard Point (Grand Marais harbor), 
then heads west through town, linking to campground/
bike path.

North Country Trail Segment (in/near township) Trailhead(s) where the trail enters/exits township 
boundaries—connects into regional trail networks to 
Pictured Rocks and beyond.

Winter Trail/Snowmobile Connector Routes Several forest road/trailhead access points for 
snowmobile/ORV usage identified in recreation planning 
for winter use.

“School Forest” Access (Mountain Bike / Cross-Country 
Trail Area)

A popular trail for dog walkers and mountain bikers. 
Potential for user conflict is high.

22
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5 The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) has developed a scale to help measure an existing 
recreation system’s park facilities and provide a baseline standard for equitable park access within a 
community.

A typical park and recreation system offers one park for every 2,323 residents served, with 10.4 acres 
of parkland per 1,000 residents.  Due to its lower density population, Michigan’s Upper Peninsula trends 
toward having a higher acreage of parkland per resident. 

The chart below features a summary of typical acreage and usage of the various park typologies 
identified by the NRPA.

Recreation Inventory

1.	 None of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines
2.	 Some of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines
3.	 Most facilities meet accessibility guidelines
4.	 The entire park meets accessibility guidelines
5.	 The entire park was developed using the principles of 

universal design

DNR Accessibility Grading System

Any and all future park development pursuits 
by the township will strive to achieve universal 
access for all. Below is a DNR developed 
Accessibility Grading Rubric to be referenced if 
and when the township decides to develop or 
modify its own recreational facilities.	
A site visit and acessibility assessment was 
conducted on October 16, 2025 according 
to the ADA Checklist* and DNR standards for 
Accessible Design.		   

accessibility

Standards for Recreation

* adachecklist.org

Park Type Service 
Area 
(radius)

Size 
(acres)

Acres per 
1,000 pop

Uses

Mini-Park <1/4 mile 1 or less 0.25 to 0.5 Specialized 
facilities serving 
concentrated 
populations.

Neighborhood 
Park

1/4 to 1/2 
mile

15+ 1 to 2 Areas for intense 
recreation activities

Community 
Park

1 to 2 miles 25+ 8 to 10 Areas for diverse 
recreation activities

Regional Park 1 hr drive 200+ 5 to 10 Large natural areas 
for outdoor 
recreation



25

Park Inventory
Burt Township Owned Parks

AGATE BEACHAGATE BEACH

DESCRIPTION:
Located on the shores of Lake Superior, Agate 
Beach covers about 2 acres with sandy beaches, an 
accessible boardwalk, and its famous wave-polished 
rocks and agates. An ideal spot for scenic views, walks 
along the shoreline, sunset watching, and rock hunting. 

Public parking is available at the boardwalk and the 
beach can be accessed throughout the Woodland Park 
Campground.

Possible improvements include restroom facilities, 
wayfinding and interpretive signage, maintaining and 
expanding the boardwalk and stairs, mobility mats for 
beachside accessibilty, and monitoring erosion.

GRANT HISTORY:  
None

ACCESSIBILITY: 3
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BAYSHORE PARKBAYSHORE PARK

DESCRIPTION:
Located in downtown Grand Marais, on the 
west side of the bay, this park offers white 
sand beaches suitable for swimming and 
day-use. The sheltered waters of the bay 
make swimming conditions calmer here. A 
covered pavilion is available for gatherings 
and events with picnic tables. During the 
summer, a volleyball court is available 
on the beach. This is also the site of the 
farmers market in summer and a popular 
sledding hill in the winter.    

Possible improvements include updating 
the bathhouse/ restrooms to be ADA 
accessible, safety and accessibility updates 
to the stairs and paths leading down to the 
beach, parking accessibility, and making 
sure the site is preserved from erosion, 
stormwater, and dust.

GRANT HISTORY: 
None

ACCESSIBILITY: 3
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DONAHEY WOODSDONAHEY WOODS

DESCRIPTION:
Located near Woodland Campground, 
Donahey Woods is a small (about 25 
acres) lakeshore natural parcel with about 
a quarter mile of Lake Superior Shoreline. 
It was purchased in 1976 for conservation 
from William and Mary Donahey. This site 
includes informational signage, a hiking 
trail, and stairs that lead down to the 
beach. It’s an ideal spot for a short hike, 
birdwatching, and nature viewing.

Possible improvements include a formal 
and accessible parking area, wayfinding 
signage, interpretive historical and nature 
signage, formal trail connections to 
Woodland Park Campground and Pictured 
Rocks, and shoreline protection measures 
against erosion and over-use.

GRANT HISTORY: 
1975 Land Acquisition Grant, $27,210
Used with donations to purchase the 
Donahey Woods 25 acre tract of land.

ACCESSIBILITY: 1



EDMUND T. WARREN PARKEDMUND T. WARREN PARK

THE “GREENSPACE”THE “GREENSPACE”

DESCRIPTION:
Known locally as the Greenspace, Edmund T. Warren 
Park is a pocket park located in the heart of Grand 
Marais’ downtown atop Bay Hill. This site features a 
small gazebo, picnic tables, grilling area, public use 
trash cans, and a pleasant pathway. This park was 
created in 2009 by a group of determined residents 
to serve as a gathering space. Since then it has been 
used for community and personal events, both 
planned and unplanned. This greenspace showcases 
the importance of keeping undeveloped preserved 
spaces in the community that are open and usable for 
everyone.

GRANT HISTORY:  
None

ACCESSIBILITY: 3
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FRANK MEAD FRANK MEAD 
COMMUNITY CENTERCOMMUNITY CENTER

DESCRIPTION:
The Community Center is located 
along Brazel Street near the Township 
Hall complex in Grand Marais. The 
Frank Mead Community Center is Burt 
Township’s primary indoor community 
and recreation facility. Located in 
the heart of Grand Marais, the center 
serves as a year-round gathering 
space for residents, visitors, and local 
organizations. It provides essential 
indoor recreation, public meeting space, 
and event capacity for a township with 
limited all-season community facilities.

Possible improvements include paving 
the parking lot to aid in accessibility, 
community event area expansion, 
indoor recreation improvements, along 
with building upgrades and energy 
improvements. 

GRANT HISTORY:
1984 Land and Water Conservation Fund, 
$10,500 to develop sports and play 
fields, basketball court, steps and ramp.

ACCESSIBILITY: 4
29



WOODLAND PARK WOODLAND PARK 
CAMPGROUNDCAMPGROUND

DESCRIPTION:
Woodland Park Campground is 
Burt Township’s flagship outdoor 
recreation facility and a major 
visitor destination in Grand Marais. 
Located on a bluff overlooking 
Lake Superior, the campground 
combines stunning lake views 
with convenient access to the 
Grand Marais Harbor, downtown 
businesses, and nearby trails. It 
serves as a cornerstone of the 
township’s tourism economy 
and outdoor recreation system, 
accommodating both short-term 
and seasonal campers.

GRANT HISTORY: 
1968 Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, $22,000. This grant was used 
to develop the park and facilities

ACCESSIBILITY: 3
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HARBOR OF REFUGEHARBOR OF REFUGE

DESCRIPTION: 
The harbor in Grand Marais, Michigan, 
commonly referred to as the Harbor of 
Refuge, is a small but historically and 
recreationally important port along 
the southern shore of Lake Superior. It 
was formally authorized as a “harbor of 
refuge” under U.S. federal law, meaning 
it was designated as a safe haven for 
vessels during storms or emergencies. 
Preserving this historical safe haven is 
as important as developing community 
recreational uses. Coast Guard Point 
is also located here, featuring picnic 
amenities.

Possible improvements include a 
continued infrastructure management 
plan, sand dredging measures, more 
interpretive and historical signage, more 
amenities for picnicking, accessible 
restrooms and an ADA accessible kayak 
and canoe launch site. 

GRANT HISTORY:
None

ACCESSIBILITY: 2
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 BURT TOWNSHIP BURT TOWNSHIP
MARINAMARINA

DESCRIPTION: 
The marina is a key infrastructure node for 
boating, fishing charters, and Lake Superior 
access. It enhances the community’s 
year round recreational appeal by offering 
a waterfront asset that compliments 
the beaches, trails, and nearby camping 
facilities. It offers restrooms, fuel services, 
boat launch, pump-out station, electrical 
hookups, and picnic areas.
	
Possible improvements could include ADA 
launch sites for canoes and kayaks, paved 
parking lot, wayfinding signage, water 
wayfinding signage, integration into other 
recreational assets such as the walking 
pathway, interpretive and historical 
signage, and facility improvements and 
enhancements like dock depth and slip 
capacity.

GRANT HISTORY:
2016 Natural Resources Trust Fund 
Development, $289,400 to expand 
facilities with a public restroom, shower, 
and fish cleaning station.

ACCESSIBILITY: 3

This facility, located in the West Bay near Lake Superior, has seven (7) 
30-foot transient slips available. The marina has insuficient capacity 
with very limited dockage spaces. There is currently demand for 
additional marina capacity and seasonal slips. There are currently no 
seasonal slips available. 

Currently, the greenspace, dockage, and picnic areas are ADA 
accessible, along with the recent upgrades to the restroom facilities. 
The parking lot is gravel with 2 ADA accessible parking spots. Paving 
the lot would allow for more accessibility. There is a high demand for an 
ADA accessible kayak launch site.

The Marina partners with various local groups and hosts events. 
Annually, there is the Great Lakes Sea Kayak Symposium, an event 
focused on promoting community engagement, learning, and 
adventure on Lake Superior; Splash-In on the Bay, a multi-day seaplane 
event held in the West Bay; and the Burt Township Marina Youth 



CARPENTER CREEKCARPENTER CREEK

DESCRIPTION: 
A township owned beach access site 
located at the mouth of the Carpenter 
Creek. However, sand erosion and other 
naturally occurring shifts in landscape 
make this area difficult to find. No 
parking lot nor signed public access.

GRANT HISTORY:
1987 Natural Resources Trust Fund, Land 
Acquisition, $7,900. For purchasing a one-
acre parcel with access to the West Bay 
with frontage on Carpenter Creek.

ACCESSIBILITY: 1

Fishing Tournament. The Township is preparing to host these same 
events annually.

Due to issues with sand accumulation, the Bay needs to be dredged. 
A typical marina dredging cycle is approximately every 15-20 years. 
In 2013 the Township executed the Emergency Dredging Project 
with help from an MDNR Grant-in-Aid Program for $525,000. This 
project included approximately 1,200 cubic yards of material along 
the transient dockage and boat launch. These dredged materials 
are typically utilized by the Department of Public Works for road 
maintenance.

Annual Maintenance for the Marina is listed in Appendix D on page 82. 

Site Development Plans and more specific information can be found in 
the Burt Township Marina Master Plan, 2026.
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Regional Inventory
Although rural in character, the township is surrounded by an exceptional concentration of public lands that provide 
year-round outdoor recreation opportunities. These nearby facilities—managed by the National Park Service, U.S. 
Forest Service, Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), Alger County, and local governments—form an 
interconnected regional recreation network. The township’s local parks, harbor facilities, and trail connections serve as 
gateways to these larger natural areas. This regional context plays a central role in Burt Township’s recreation planning, 
tourism economy, and community identity.

Facility  Name Location/
Distance

Ownership Key Features Primary Uses

Pictured Rocks 
National Lakeshore

Adjacent (western township 
boundary)

National Park Service Sandstone cliffs, waterfalls, 
beaches, Grand Sable 
Dunes, North Country Trail

Hiking, backpacking, 
camping, kayaking, 
photography, snowshoeing

Hiawatha National 
Forest (East Unit)

Extends south and west of 
township

U.S. Forest Service Mixed hardwood and pine 
forest, inland lakes, rustic 
campgrounds, trail systems

Hiking, snowmobiling, ORV 
riding, camping, hunting, 
fishing

Grand Marais Harbor 
and Marina

Within Township (Lake 
Superior shoreline)

Burt Township / MDNR / U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers

Protected harbor, boat 
launch, beach, parking, 
seasonal slips

Boating, fishing, swimming, 
sightseeing

Kingston Plains 
Recreation Area

~10 miles southwest U.S. Forest Service Open pine plains, historic 
logging landscape, 
snowmobile and hiking 
routes

Hiking, ORV riding, 
snowmobiling, nature 
viewing

Muskallonge Lake 
State Park

~25 miles east Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources

159-site campground 
between Muskallonge Lake 
and Lake Superior

Camping, swimming, 
boating, picnicking, fishing

Au Sable Light 
Station Area

~10 miles west National Park Service Historic lighthouse, coastal 
trail access, interpretive site

Hiking, heritage tourism, 
photography

Seney National 
Wildlife Refuge

~30 miles south U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Managed wetlands, auto 
tour routes, interpretive 
trails, visitor center

Wildlife viewing, 
photography, education, 
cross-country skiing

Alger County 
Snowmobile and ORV 
Trails

Multiple access points from 
Burt Township

Alger County / Local Clubs / 
MDNR

Groomed winter trails 
and summer ORV routes 
connecting to regional 
networks

Snowmobiling, ORV riding, 
multi-use trail recreation
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Comments + Issue Scoping6 A parks and recreation survey was launched in June of 
2025 through the end of July. Surveys were available online 
and by print. 232 responses were collected during this time. 
The feedback garnered was extremely informative and 
helped in generating recreation values, goals and priority 
improvements for the community. The quotes within this 
chapter feature written responses received. They highlight 
specific reactions community members had including: 

Yes
15%

I love that the parks are clean and simple. I like that they have just 
enough picnic tables and amenities without being overly built up or 
detracting from the natural beauty..”
-Local Resident

“So many options for EVERY season and the peace and tranquility 
that goes along with it.”
-Local Resident

“The friendly atmosphere and the kindness of Grand Marais 
residents. I value the cleanliness and view of the area. I love the 
quaint gift shops and the friendly owners..”
-Local Resident

“I think preservation to township history, especially that of the 
logging era, and preservation of the incredible natural features of 
the area should be paramount. There are so many areas in the state 
that are losing their natural beauty and this area is so incredible 
and has such an fascinating unique history and that would be a great 
thing to focus on. .”
-Local Resident

“

”

Survey Responses

No
85%

31+2+55+12I live Nearby
2%

Year 
Round 
Resident
31%

Seasonal Resident
55%

Do you, or does anyone in your 
household, live with a disability?

What best describes your residency?

85+15
Community Input

Other
12%



36

Recreation Activities
Survey participants were asked 
to list the recreational activities 
they participated in within the 
past two years. Top ranked 
activities included Hiking + 
Walking, Fishing, Kayaking / 
Canoeing, Biking, and Swimming.
These reflect the diverse 
activities offered within the 
township parks. It is also evident 
the community is eager to utilize 
any recreational resources and 
amenities provided. 
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What project(s) would you like to see happen?
Survey respondents were asked to provide their 
preferences as to which potential projects they would 
find the most beneficial to the community.

* Numbers indicate how many survey participants selected each option

Additional walking trailsEnvironmental protections

Natural history signage Expanded water access

More winter recreation Improved accessibility

More picnic areas
31

53

97 94

68

47

* Top Other Selections:
  28 - More Community Events
  16 - New Play Equipment
  11 - Restrooms
  4 - Fitness Center Improvements

What you would like to see change regarding 
parks and recreation within Burt Township?

I would love to see more effort taken to preserve beach and 
natural feature preservation. If playground improvements 
are made it would be incredible to includ play structures for 
older children and teens too. They are always overlooked.”
           -Local Resident

Clear markings and expectations, additional waste 
receptacles, common sense, and restorative justice-based 
enforcement policies.
	   -Local Resident

Mountain Bike trails are sorely needed!
 	 -Local Resident

Better access for diabled such as boardwalk in beach areas 
and restrooms. 
	   -Local Resident

More Camping options.
	   -Local Resident

A safe bike lane on H-58 east of Grand Marais to School 
Forest.
	 -Local Resident

More work done to the marina and coast guard park to 
promote boating access and fishing. Leave the Bay alone. The 
view is always amazing and peaceful.
	 -Local Resident

“

”

71
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5

“Better parking and 
beach accessibility is 
needed.”		     	
-Survey Participant

Less frequent mentions:
•	 More public use trash cans
•	 Ice Skating rink
•	 Clear informational and 
•	 historical signage

•	 Less motorized sports
•	 Improved Trail and Wayfinding 

signage
•	 Dog poop/ bike repair kiosks
•	 Dark sky viewing area

•	 Accessible fishing areas
•	 Enforce speed limits and noise
•	 Protect the Bay *Numbers signify the 

quantity of survey 
respondents who 
mentioned this potential 
change.

“Teens are always 
overlooked.”	
	 -Survey Participant

more opportunities 
for teens

 18

“Need a bike lane on 
H58 east of GM to 
School Forest.”	
	 -Survey Participant

Safe Bike Lanes18

“Add some kind of 
downhill race into 
town!”	
	 -Survey Participant

more community 
programs/events

32
“Restroom facailities 
are terrible in the 
township. Not 
accessible.”	
	 -Survey Participant

Improved Restrooms15

more 
Camping 
Options

6
“Preservation to 
township history, 
especially that of the 
logging era.. should be 
paramount.”
	 -Survey Participant

Historic 
Preservation

 8

“Our parks need better signage and 
maintenance.”    
       -Survey Participant

Maintenance for all parks12
“The  Playground on the bay could use a little 
[tender loving care], nothing major but it could 
be cuter!” 
          
			   -Survey Participant

Improve Playgrounds7

25 more accessible for all 
ages + abilities
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more community 
programs/events
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Values, Goals + Objectives7

“Close access and the quiet small undisturbed 
atmosphere.”
-Local Resident

“Great for grand kids and great-grand kids!”
-Local Resident

Easy access to the beaches. Great 
campground.”
-Local Resident

”

“
Comments

“The variety of activities. Four seasons of 
FUN.”
-Local Resident

39

“Quiet beaches, clean water of Lake Superior, 
quiet woods, dark skies.”
-Local Resident

Community Values

•	 We value the natural beauty and 
waters that are well maintained 
and accessible.

•	 We value having clean and safe 
parks and spaces for people of all 
ages and abilities to gather and 
play.

ValuesThis page summarizes all community values received. 
The word diagram below illustrates the values survey 
participants listed when asked to note what they 
valued about recreation opportunities within the 
township. The larger the font, the more common the 
response was. The top values mentioned through the 
community survey were Access, Peace and Quiet, and 
Nature suggesting that residents value the scenic and 
secluded nature of Burt Township.
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Statewide Recreation Goals

Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation 

THE MAIN OBJECTIVES OUTLINED IN THE CURRENT 
SCORP PLAN:
IMPROVE COLLABORATION:

•	 Create more opportunities for cross-agency collaboration on 
recreation

•	 Explore opportunities for regional analysis and connection to 
regional planning efforts

•	 Enhance data access and digital tools for measuring recreation 
use across management entities

IMPROVE AND EXPAND RECREATIONAL ACCESS:
•	 Utilize SCORP survey and focus group data to better understand 

recreation demand
•	 Communicate the full portfolio of grants and funding available to 

communities to support outdoor recreation
•	 Encourage long-term investments that address issues of 

technology, climate change and resiliency
ENHANCE HEALTH BENEFITS

•	 Model public-private partnerships and collaborations to activate 
and steward recreational assets 

•	 Improve interagency collaboration to measure and deliver public 
health benefits from additional investment in infrastructures and 
programs supporting recreation

ENHANCE PROSPERITY
•	 Model and use new data to communicate economic value of 

outdoor recreation
•	 Support continued engagement with new users and identify gaps 

and barriers

Ensure that Michigan’s outdoor 
recreation assets are equitably 
distributed, developed and managed 
to provide convenient and welcoming 
access to the outdoors for healthful, 
outdoor physical activity; and while 
sustaining our lands, waters and wildlife 
for current and future generations, drive 
broad-based economic and quality-of-
life benefits to people and communities.	
					     -SCORP 2023-

“The total 
net economic 

value of outdoor 
recreation in Michigan 
was estimated at $165 

billion.”  
-2023-2027 

SCORP PLAN

SCOR
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Michigan’s Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
(SCORP) serves as the backbone for recreation planning within the 
state. Every five years new surveys are administered, sites studied 
and goals and objectives created. Below is a summary of the 
methodology, goal, and objectives in the plan.

Planning Methodology:
Survey generated and distributed to gather responses from a 
wide variety of residents and visitors that accurately reflected the general 
population of the area. 

Recreation Participation: 
Factors to consider (Income, 
accessibility, age and health) that limit 
opportunities for some to recreate. 

Motivators: 
Mental health and physical benefits 
are key reasons participants recreate.

Land Use: 
Recreation opportunities in and 
around more urban areas are needed.

Resources: 
Participants are more likely to utilize opportunities accessible to a large 
audience (paved trails, campsites, and other trail types).

Information Seeking Technology: 
Welcome and visitor centers are great resources but technological tools 
could also help mainstream information.

Barriers: 
Safety, access, costs associated with, too many crowds, lack of time, 
or poorly maintained facilities all prevent community members from 
recreating. 

Physical Activity: 
Prioritize physical health for all Michigan residents.



Community Goals + Objectives
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Parks and trails proved a connection between 
natural places and people with the intent of creating 
meaningful outdoor experiences. The evidence of 
these experiences is validated in the activities listed 
in the community survey.

In addition to the value of recreation opportunities 
and access, there are equally important values 
regarding exquisite scenery, pristine landscapes, and 
quiet surroundings. This inherent tension between 
recreation and preservation helps shape how 
communities choose to pursue future parks and 
recreation opportunities.

The boxes to the right feature the 5-year Parks and 
Recreation Goals for Burt Township. The existing 
parks are in need of updates and additions. More 
recreational opportunities for young people was 
mentioned several times in the survey, as was safe 
bike lanes. 
 

Goal 1: Enhance Access to 
and Connectivity Between 

Recreational Resources

Intent: Improve opportunities for residents and visitors to safely 
and conveniently access the township’s lakes, trails, and public 
lands.

Rationale: Burt Township’s geography and proximity to Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore, Hiawatha National Forest, and Lake 
Superior create unique opportunities for non-motorized and 
water-based recreation, but many trailheads and access points 
remain disconnected.

Key Objectives:
•	 Develop and maintain multi-use trail connections 

linking Grand Marais to surrounding public lands 
and regional trail systems (e.g., North Country Trail, 
snowmobile and ORV networks).

•	 Develop a multi-use trail that connects downtown 
Grand Marais to the School Forest trail along H-58.

•	 Improve wayfinding, signage, and parking at major 
access points.

•	 Collaborate with the National Park Service, U.S. 
Forest Service, and Alger County to enhance public 
access while protecting natural resources.



Goal 2: Preserve and Steward 
the Township’s Natural and 

Scenic Character
Intent: Ensure recreation development complements and 
protects Burt Township’s high-quality natural environments, 
including dunes, forests, wetlands, and shoreline.

Rationale: The township’s appeal lies in its unspoiled land-
scape and natural beauty; however, increased visitation and 
development can create pressures on sensitive habitats and 
scenic areas.

Key Objectives:
•	 Prioritize low-impact, sustainable design for new 

recreation facilities.

•	 Implement erosion control, habitat protection, 
and shoreline stabilization measures where 
necessary.

•	 Incorporate environmental education and 
interpretation into park and trail projects to 
promote stewardship.

•	 Support long-term conservation partnerships and 
grant opportunities that align with sustainability 
goals.

•	 Dark sky areas to assist with night sky viewing.

Goal 3: Strengthen Community 
Recreation Opportunities and 

Year-Round Engagement

Intent: Provide a diverse mix of recreation options that serve 
residents of all ages and support the township’s quality of 
life and local economy.

Rationale: As a small, rural, tourism-oriented community, 
Burt Township benefits from recreation that supports both 
residents and visitors throughout all seasons.

Key Objectives:
•	 Maintain and improve existing facilities such as 

Woodland Park Campground, the marina, and 
community parks.

•	 Expand four-season recreation opportunities 
(e.g., snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, 
paddling, and hiking).

•	 Encourage local events, volunteer initiatives, 
and partnerships that celebrate outdoor 
recreation and community pride.
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Action Plan8 Burt Township does not have a formal parks and recreation department but is home to a diverse 
landscape with a multitude of recreation opportunities. This 5-Year Recreation Plan serves as the 
first step toward applying for and obtaining DNR grant funds for specific projects that maintain and 
enhance the township’s recreational opportunities.

This Action Plan is an expansive list of potential partnerships, acquisitions and projects the township 
could apply for funding for in the future. By no means does this list of projects need to be completed 
within a 5 or even 20 year window. It simply reflects community generated and commission approved 
priority projects. Each project is a step in the right direction to help achieve the goals featured in the 
previous chapter. 

The Township will continue to revisit its recreation plan within the future and amend this list as needed. 
The final pages of this chapter feature changes proposed within the survey responses. Many of these 
proposed changes are reflected within the project lists on the following pages.
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Goal #1 | Enhance Access and 
Connectivity

Ensuring safe amenity access for everyone

PRIORITIZE 
ACCESS FOR 

EVERYONE

ENCOURAGE
PARK UPKEEP BY

CITIZENS 

All township park development projects to meet or exceed 2010 ADA building standards 
and shall follow the American Barriers Act Standards for Outdoor Developed Areas. 
Upgrade parking and accessibility pathways to parks and areas of interest. 
Add wayfinding signage, maps, and markers for improved navigation.

Work with local schools to develop a clear and concise messaging campaign focused on 
leave-no-trace principles.

Foster a sense of citizens’ ownership of parks by promoting volunteerism.

Make sure public use trash cans and pet waste stations are easily accessed.

Improve parks and amenities by replacing or repairing structures, facilities, and/
or equipment, either by park last updated or the most popular destination for the 
community. 

Upgrade local parks and picnic areas with accessible rest rooms, drinking fountains, and 
changing tables.  

Determine priority trail links and access points for non-motorized trails and develop 
necessary connections and trailheads. Prioritize safe bike lane infrastructure along popular 
routes, such as along H-58.

PRIORITIZE PARK
 IMPROVEMENTS

UPGRADES TO 
PUBLIC FACILITIES

NON-MOTORIZED 
TRAIL 

CONNECTIONS
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTIONS FOR THE 

BAY AND SHORELINE

SUPPORT NATURAL 
RESOURCE RESTORATION 

EFFORTS

ENHANCE CAMPING
FACILITIES 

INTERPRETIVE AND 
HISTORICAL SIGNAGE

Prioritize protecting the shoreline and work with Army Corp of Engineers for a 
sustainable solution to sand build up in the Bay.

Continue to support organization and volunteer efforts to treat invasive species, 
stabilize shorelines, develop more sustainable trails and prevent other forms of 
degradation. 

More camping facilities could be added to a popular destination. Consider creating 
different sorts of camping experiences, ie: yurts, cabins, glamping, etc.

Add accessible camping areas with paved walkways, accessible picnic tables, and 
accessible nature trails.

Historical signage plays a vital role in connecting recreation, tourism, and 
community identity. In places like Burt Township and Grand Marais—where natural 
beauty, maritime heritage, and small-town character intersect—interpretive signs 
do more than convey facts. They transform recreation spaces into storytelling 
landscapes, deepening the visitor experience and strengthening local pride.

Goal #2 | Preserve Natural 
Character

 Keep it simple, keep it scenic



LOCAL ENGAGEMENT

DEVELOP COMMUNITY-
ORIENTED 

PROGRAMMING

INCREASED 
WAYFINDING + 
CONNECTIONS

Collaborate with intergenerational partners to create unique and inclusive 
year-round programming.

A robust all-season community event calendar.

Work with community groups, schools, and the Community Center to 
establish pertinent and desired activities, events, and programming that 
engages and excites people of all ages and abilities.

Consider moving the exercise room to a more accessible space.

Wayfinding signs increase recreational site, amenities, and safety information 
for visitors and residents. Connecting trails with segments could create 
integration with other assets and the downtown. 

Goal #3 | Strengthen Engagement

Recreational programming and events for 
all ages and all seasons
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Priority Projects

•	 Sand dredging and long term solution to sand issues 
in Habor of Refuge	

•	 Bay Shore Park development including public 
bathrooms

•	 Multi-purpose trails along H-58 east and west

These priority projects were discussed and chosen by the Planning Commission, reflected by choices made by the 
community through the survey.

•	 Pursue property purchases for public recreation and 
access

•	 Accessible Fitness Room (Community Center)
•	 Marina parking lot drainage and paving
•	 Kayak/ Canoe launch at Old Coast Guard Point



A Appendix
Public Notices + Survey Results
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Survey Responses: The community survey for the 2025 Recreation Plan update was made available 
online. Copies were also mailed to residents with their residential tax bills, mailed out July 1st. 
Notices were posted on the township website, CUPPAD’s website, the township’s Facebook page, 
and was printed in The Grand Marais Pilot & Pictured Rocks Review on July 11, 2025.

Online and paper surveys were returned before August 31st, overall 232 responses were captured 
and synthesized into this plan. 

www. burttownship.com/news/2025-rec-plan-survey/

www.facebook.com/p/Township-of-Burt-

Alger-County-100064899036140/
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Mailed survey, July 1, 2025

Survey printed in The Grand Marais Pilot & Pictured Rocks Review, July 11, 2025



Online Survey with summaried responses: 
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Appendix
Grant HistoryB

YEAR: 1968
Project No: 26-00109
Title: Woodland Park
Amount: $22,000.00
Description: Campsites with ultilities, renovation 
of existing buildings, picnic tables, playground 
equipment, benches, LWCF sign.

YEAR: 1975
Project No: 26-00635
Title: Donahey Woods
Amount: $27,210.00
Description: Acquisition of 25 acres for outdoor 
recreation, paired with donation.

YEAR: 1984
Project No: 26-01320
Title: Burt Township Parks
Amount: $10,500.00
Description: Development of sports play field, 
support facilities, stairways, step ramps, pathways, 
parking area, softball fence, basketball court.
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YEAR: 1987
Project No: TF87-124
Title: Carpenter Creek Beach
Amount: $7,900.00
Description: Acquisition of one acre parcel to add 
access to West Bay of Grand Marais with frontage 
on Carpenter Creek

YEAR: 2014
Project No: Alger-5 year- Burt Township-00582
Title: None given
Amount: $0
Description: None given

YEAR: 2016
Project No: TF16-0160
Title: Grand Marais Restroom/Shower Building and 
Fish Cleaning Station
Amount: $202,500.00
Description: Development to construct a public 
restroom and shower building with a fish cleaning 
station at the Grand Marais Marina. The project 
will serve the marina as well as swimmers from 
the public beach and visitors. Trailhead signage for 
water and hiking trail also included.



Grant Notes, Applications, and Awards
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Appendix
DNR Guidelines for Design C
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Appendix
Marina MaintenanceD

Marina Maintenance and Replacement
Annual Maintenance Schedule
Repairs & Maintenance: $22,000
Building Upkeep
Startup/Winterization
Timber Bumper Posts
Concrete Sidewalks
Timber Dock Decking
Utility Service Fee

Annual Supplies: $8,000
Harbormaster building supplies
Cleaning & toiletry products

Annual Services: $20,000
Lawn Care
Trash Disposal
Septic Tank Pumping (as needed)
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Appendix

Minor Infrastructure and Repairs:
Sheet-pile painting (2026) $10,000
Wayfinding Signage (2027) $10,000
New Harbormaster Building (2028) $7,500
Fish Cleaning Station Fixtures (2030) $5,000
Pavement Markings (2031) $5,000

Large-scale Maintenance & Replacement:
Parking Lot Improvements (2026) $225,000
Maintenance Dredging (2028) $150,000
Boat Launch Expansion (2029) $150,000
Marina Reconfiguration Project (2031) $2,200,000

Note: Annual maintenance, repairs, and marina improvement projects are subject to change and are 
only intended to provide an initial estimate for projected marina operational costs and potential mari-
na improvement projects.  
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