  Regular Meeting of the Burt Township Board


DRAFT
                    
       Tuesday, June 16, 2026 --   Community Center – 6:00 PM   
Attendance:  Jon Babbitt, Lori McShane, Tim Jenkins, Paul Williams, and Sara Secrest.
Agenda:  Motion by McShane, second by Babbitt to approve agenda adding additional correspondence from McCormick and the GM Chamber.  5 ayes.  
Correspondence:  Letter from Mary Tamblin regarding adding equipment to the fitness center and the benefits of weight lifting and resistance bands.  Request from the Brzys estate on relief from the monthly water charges.  Letter from Dixie McCormick regarding the dumping and burning on a parcel located on Ellen Street.  GM Chamber forwarded a letter from a visitor to Grand Marais pointing out the conditions of the portable toilets at Agate Beach.  
Approve Minutes:  Motion by Babbitt, second by Williams, to approve the minutes from the May 19th regular meeting (with corrections – name) 5 ayes.  
Department and Committee Reports:  Reports were available from the Assessor, DPW &Water, Library, Fire and Woodland Park. Report from Zoning Administrator regarding Husky Haven zoning violations – registered letter and site visit will be scheduled.
Appointments/Resignations:  none
Supervisor Report:   Supervisor has been working on all agenda items to be discussed at this meeting.  As always, supervisor is available and willing to hear all input from community members. 
Treasurer’s report and Approval of Bills:  Treasurer’s report – ($1,403,925.91).  Motion by Babbitt, second by Williams, to accept treasurer’s report and approve the bills for payment $171,547.66).  5 ayes.  Summer taxes will be mailed out before July 1. 
Unfinished Business: 
Planning Commission/Recreation Plan:  Zoning report with all planning commission edits has been handed out to the board members. Board will review in the next 60 days – will discuss at the August meeting.   
Woodland Park Septic status update:  Final inspection on the second (new) field is scheduled for Friday, June 19th.  Everything is going well and we should be up and running soon.   
Employee Policies:  Review of the Employee policies section 12&13.  No changes discussed. Administrative policies section 2.1-2.5. Treasurer asks for further instructions to be added to Board members responsibility, to document work instructions for incoming newly elected officials.  Trustee Jenkins requested the board to address the strategic planning policy, which is something very important for the township to have – plan to have some structure of a plan in the fall.  
Wilson street water system:  Loan resolution:   Motion by McShane, second by Secrest, to adopt USRDA Loan resolution – approving the financing through Rural Development for the Wilson Street Water project, at $2,000,000, to be made up of $500,000 loan and $1,500,000 grant funds.  5 ayes.  
Marina Paving:  Discussion of current cash balances and already in process projects, and the need for a loan for the marina paving.  It was agreed we would inquire with Peoples State Bank, with a current municipal interest rate of 4.2%, for up to a $250,000 loan for up to three years.  Will bring more information to the next meeting.  Continued discussion of the status of the fish cleaning station and other needed repairs to the marina bathhouse as well.  
SAVE WEST BAY – Bathymetric Survey:  Correspondence received from the SAVE WEST BAY group asking the board to pass a resolution making the SAVE WEST BAY project the highest priority – and for it to be an agenda item at every meeting.  Also reviewed an estimate from UPEA for a Bathymetric survey and Joint application assistance – Bill Egerer from SWB brought an estimate from another company in Sault St. Marie.  Motion by McShane, second by Williams to authorize Supervisor Babbit to contract with an engineering firm for a Bathymetric survey and Joint application assistance, for no more than $20,000.  5 ayes.  Supervisor Babbitt will meet with Bill Egerer next week and contact engineering firms for further discussion before making a decision.  Supervisor Babbitt talked about the possibility of hiring someone to work for the township and dedicate their time and energy into following this SWB project, and working with engineers and the government to get funding.  Job description will be written and distributed to the board.

Data Center Moratorium:   Motion by Jenkins, second by Williams, to adopt resolution 2026-06-01, placing a moratorium on acceptance and/or processing of any applications for a data center for the term of one year.  5 ayes.   
New Business
Beach Bathhouse:  Motion by Secrest, second by Babbitt, to approve the estimate from Hoholik’s Plumbing to repair the beach bathhouse plumbing for $11,750.  5 ayes.  Also inquire with Hoholik’s to replace the missing urinal as well.  Follow up with adding some ventilation to the roof as well.   Motion by Babbitt, second by Secrest, to approve the cost estimate from Scott Hull to cover or partly encapsulate the existing concrete steps to the bathhouse with kiln dried wood, adding a resting area halfway down, for the cost of $23,300.  4 ayes, 1 nay.
Service Agreements:  Motion by McShane, second by Secrest, to authorize Supervisor Babbit to sign the service agreement with the Grand Marais Chamber of Commerce for the season beginning June 16th, through March 31, 2027.   5 ayes.  Motion by McShane, second by Babbitt, to authorize Supervisor Babbitt to sign the service agreement with the Grand Marais Historical Society for the season beginning June 16th, through March 31, 2027.   5 ayes Motion by McShane, second by Babbitt, to authorize Supervisor Babbitt to sign the service agreement with the Grand Marais Sportsman’s Club for the season beginning June 16th, through March 31, 2027.   5 ayes 

Four (4) year Road Plan – ACRC:  Then road millage will be on the August ballot for renewal.  This is our opportunity to discuss our priorities with ACRC as to what roads need improvements and repair over the next four years.  Bob Lindbeck will be at our July Meeting to make a presentation and discuss.  Airport Rd, Ellen Street, Webb Rd., and Valentine/Maryann on the proposed schedule.

Fitness Center:  Motion by Babbitt, second by Williams, to approve the expenditure of $3,500 to UPEA for a schematic and preliminary drawings of a new fitness center – to be placed next to the current community center pole barn.  5 ayes.  This would be the first step and would help in fund raising and planning. 
Other:  Special meeting discussed for further discussion of Marina issues and the financing of the paving.  

Public Comment:  There was a group of people present with comments about the Husky Haven zoning issues.  
Board Comment:   Trustee Jenkins suggested an audit of all property owned by the township so everyone is familiar with location and size and purpose of Burt township land,  
Adjournment:  8:10 PM

Respectfully submitted June 23, 2026   
       Lori McShane, Clerk

